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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1. Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

In claim 1 , lines 7-8 it is unclear what the connection or what structure is between 

the rotation-detecting section and the operation unit in order to perform the 

function claimed making the claim indefinite. 

In claim 3, line 2 replace "which" with -, the--. 

In claim 3, line 3 "the direction" has no antecedent basis. 

In claim 3, line 3 it is unclear how the "top plate" may be depressable. There 

does not appear to be any structure allowing this operation. 

In claim 3, line 4 "its lower face" has no antecedent basis. 

In claim 4, line 4 replace "slide in" with -slide within--. 

In claim 5, line 5 replace "slide in" with -slide within-. 

In claim 8, lines 1 and 2 "the top plate" has no antecedent basis. 

In claim 9, a first gear needs to be claimed prior to a second gear being claimed, 

not the other way around. 

In claim 9, line 4 "the circumferential surface" has no antecedent basis. 

In claim 9, line 4 "the guide rib" has no antecedent basis. 

In claim 1 1 , line 2 replace "the same" with -the operation unit-. 
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In claim 1 1 , line 4 it is unclear whether these rollers are the same ones as those 

already claimed or are separate and distinct rollers. 

In claim 1 1 , line 4 it is unclear to what element "the same" is referring. 

In claim 12, line 2 replace "the same" with -the operation unit-. 

In claim 12, line 4 it is unclear whether these rollers are the same ones as those 

already claimed or are separate and distinct rollers. 

In claim 12, line 4 it is unclear to what element "the same" is referring. 

In claim 14, line 2 "the inner circumference" has no antecedent basis. 

In claim 14, line 4 prior to "axial" insert -an-. 

In claim 15, line 2 replace "the same" with -the annular cover-. 

In claim 16, lines 2-3 "the same" has no antecedent basis. 

In claim 16, line 3 "the turntable" has no antecedent basis. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claim 1 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the rejection(s) 
under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 

3. Claims 2-16 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 
U.S.C. 1 12, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. LaWarre et al, Kitzmann, Durbin et al, Elsasz, Houdeshell, 
Spinner, Fujii, Takizawa et al, Brown et al, and Hanahara et al teach various rotary 
structures having a sensor or switch sensing a rotation. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael A. Friedhofer whose telephone number is 571- 
272-1992. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 6:00 - 2:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Elvin Enad can be reached on 571-272-1990. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1 Q00/^~> ^ y /? J 
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Primary Examiner 
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